Er. Aakash Patwa, Senior Project Associate & AcSIR Ph. D. Scholar, CSIR-NEERI working under
the guidance of Dr. Ritesh Vijay, Scientist-F and Chair, Wastewater Management, CSIR-NEERI,
received the “Best Poster Award” at the 2nd International Conference on Non-Sewered Sanitation
Systems (ICNSS 2026), organized by the International Water Association (IWA) and Indian Institute
of Technology (11T) Palakkad, Kerala, during 9-12 July 2026, for his poster titled ‘Innovative Solid-
Liquid Separation of Faecal Sludge/Septage along with Treatment and Resource Recovery.’

The poster showcased a patented nature-based technology for the separation, treatment, and resource
recovery of faecal sludge/septage. The developed system enables efficient solid-liquid separation,
reduces hydraulic retention time and footprint, and facilitates resource recovery through the reuse of
treated solids and liquids. This Compact Faecal Sludge/Septage Separation and Treatment (CFSST)
technology advances sustainable sanitation and reinforces CSIR-NEERI's commitment to circular
economy-based faecal sludge management.
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