https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2273722&reg=1&lang=1

LOKMAT % TIMES

NEERI turns toxic fly ash dumps
into llfehne for 2K rural women

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK

Nagpur: What was once a
barren stretch of toxic fly ash
dumping grounds is now
emerging as a thriving source
of livelihood for over 2,000
rural women, thanks to an
innovative bamboo restora-
tion model developed by CSIR-
National Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute
(CSIR-NEERI).

In a remarkable example
of “waste to wealth,” bamboo
grown across nearly 1,500 hec-
tares of reclaimed fly ash
dumps at Koradi and Khap-
erkheda is today helping
women self-help groups
(SHGS) craft a new economic
future.

To strengthen this trans-
formation, CSIR-NEERI on
Tuesday launched a five-day
bamboo handicraft training

Women with items made up of bamboo in Koradi.

programme for women SHGs,
where artisans from Assam
and NEERI experts are train-
ing participants to convert
bamboo into marketable
handicrafts and value-added
products.

The programme, a joint
initiative of NEERI and Mah-
agenco, being held from June
16 to 20, is part of NEERI's
broader bamboo-based eco-

Nagpur First

rejuvenation technology
(ERT), which seeks to restore
degraded industrial land-
scapes while simultaneously
creating livelihood opportu-
nities for vulnerable com-
munities.

“Bamboo is much more
than a plant. It is a renewable
resource that connects eco-
logical restoration with eco-
nomic opportunity,” said Dr
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S Venkata Mohan, Director,
CSIR-NEERI. He described
bamboo as a crucial element
in building climate resilience,
supporting the circular econ-
omy, and generating sustain-
able rural livelihoods.

According to Dr Mohan,
the success of bamboo plan-
tations on fly ash dumps dem-
onstrates how degraded land
can be transformed into pro-
ductive ecosystems with so-
cial and economic benefits.

“The real success of envi-
ronmental restoration lies in
how it improves people’s lives,
especially women at the grass-
roots,” said Sudip Rane, chief
engineer of Koradi Thermal
Power Station (KTPS).

For scientist Dr Lal Singh,
who has been closely associ-
ated with the bamboo planta-
tion initiative, the training
programme marks the next
step in a long-term vision.
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CSIR-NEERI starts 5-day bamboo
.handlcraft prog for women SHGs

/" SIR-National
‘.. Environmental
Engineering
Research Institute
(CSIR-NEERI),
Nagpur, has
launched a five-day
training programme
(June 16-20) on
bamboo handicrafts
for women Self-Help -
Groups (SHGs) under the theme ‘Empowermg Women Self- Help
Groups through Bamboo Handicrafts from Bamboo Grown on Fly
Ash Dumps’. The programme was inaugurated by Sudip Rane,
Chief Engineer, Koradi Thermal Power Station (KTPS), Koradi,
and presided over by Dr S Venkata Mohan, Director, CSIR-NEERI. .
Dr Mahendra P Patil, Scientist-G and Chair, Solid and Hazardous
Waste Management Division, and Pravin Bute, Deputy Executive
‘Engineer, KTPS, were also present. Dr Lal Singh, Scientist-E and
Programme Organiser, presented an overview.of bamboo-based
ERT initiatives. The initiative aims to promote sustainable
livelihoods, women empowerment, and environmental restoration.




